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RISING, Harry William                                                                                             
 

Private, 16124 
9th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
"A" Coy., 9th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday, 16th September 1916 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Thiepval 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 24 years 
 
Harry William Rising was the son of Arthur William Rising, a mat finisher of 
Haverhill, and Louisa Clara, nee Whittle.  Both Arthur and Louisa came from Long 
Melford, where Harry’s paternal grandfather, Thomas, was an agricultural labourer. 
The couple were married in 1885 and shortly afterwards moved to Haverhill living at 
4 Infirmary Yard. Their first child, Janet, was born in Haverhill in 1890.  Harry, born in 
1892, was their second child and the first of seven sons – Hubert, Edward, Percy, 
Bertram, Tom and Aubrey.  By 1901 the family home was at 22 Crowland Road.   
 
By 1911, the four eldest children were at work: Janet and Hubert in a clothing 
factory, Edward was a stable boy, and Harry had found employment as a grocer’s 
assistant at the Co-operative Stores in Queen Street. Sadly, Hubert died three years 
later, aged about 18.  Had he lived, he might have served in the war like his brother.   
 
Harry attended the West End Congregational Church and was also a member of the 
Haverhill and District Sunday School Union.   
 
The 9th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment was raised at Bury St. Edmunds in September 
1914 as part of Kitchener's Third New Army.  The South West Suffolk Echo of 21st 
November 1914 recorded that Harry had enlisted as Private 16124. As a member of 
“A” Company he completed his initial training at Shoreham.  
 
The division, of which the Battalion was a part, suffered from a lack of equipment as 
well as a lack of trained officers and NCOs to command the volunteers. In late June 
1915 they moved to Aldershot for final training before proceeding to France, landing 
at Boulogne on the 30th August 1915. By the 26th September they were involved in 
action at Loos where they suffered heavy losses. On the 11th October 1915 the 
Battalion transferred to the 6th Division and at the end of July 1916 they were 
withdrawn from the Ypres Salient and moved south to the Somme.  

 

In September 1916 the Battalion took part in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, an 
offensive action, spearheaded by tanks for the very first time, during which the British 
captured High Wood and advanced through Flers to Courcelette. The 9th Battalion 
war diaries provide an insight into what they experienced at this time. 

"On September 13 the battalion took part in an attack by the 6th Division 
(Major-General C. Ross) on the Quadrilateral, the 71st Brigade being on 
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the left and the 16th on the right. The 9th Battalion attacked with three 
companies in the front line and one in support, zero hour being at 6.20 
a.m. The battalion got through the German outpost line quite easily, but 
on gaining the open ground, which stretched for about four hundred yards 
to the enemy's wire, came under a terrific machine-gun fire from the 
formidable strong point known as the Quadrilateral. Across this bare 
expanse the men struggled bravely forward, Lieut. MacDonald with others 
getting close enough to throw a bomb into the German stronghold before 
being wounded. No further progress could, however, be made. At 7.30 
a.m. another attack in which "A" Company participated, was launched; 
and in the evening a third. Still no entrance could be effected. The 
battalion therefore dug itself in on a line about half a mile in front of the 
jumping-off trenches of the morning....” 

"On September 15 the offensive was resumed …. After a bombardment 
lasting three days the assaulting lines, aided for the first time by tanks, 
moved forward as the sun rose up behind the German trenches… But the 
task of the 6th Division on that day was an unenviable one, and the goal 
beyond their reach; for immediately in front of them lay the Quadrilateral, 
still intact, bristling with machine-guns, and absolutely barring the way. 
Zero hour was again 6.20 a.m. The 9th Battalion (Suffolk Regiment), 
supporting the 9th Norfolk Regiment, were not, however, required to 
advance till an hour and a half later, by which time the barrage had 
become very heavy. The trying experiences of the 13th were repeated, 
and on leaving the trenches the troops came under a withering machine-
gun fire from the Quadrilateral, against which it was impossible to make 
any headway whatever.…The battalion, unable to move forward, but still 
maintaining touch with the units on its flanks, gradually dug itself in, and 
although under heavy shellfire, held this position until relieved just after 
midnight.”  

The 16th September was spent in the trenches and it was on this day that Harry was 
killed.   

Harry is commemorated 
on the Thiepval 
Monument, which bears 
the names of more than 
70,000 officers and 
men who died on the 
Somme. 
photo courtesy of CWGC 

 
Harry’s mother was 
widowed in 1919 and 
was still living in the 
family home in 
Crowland Road shortly 
after the war when the 
Imperial (now 
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Commonwealth) War Graves Commission recorded her fallen son’s details. 
 
When the Haverhill War Memorial in Withersfield Road Cemetery was unveiled in 
1920, a wreath carrying no surname but the touching message: “In loving memory of 
dear Harry, Mum, Janet and the Boys,” was surely his. Harry’s father had already 
been buried there for over a year. 

 
Harry’s name was one of thirty one church 
members recorded on the Memorial in the West 
End Congregational Church.  In 1920 the Haverhill 
and District Sunday School Union gave ten bronze 
wall tablets to the church, one for each member 
killed in the war.  The tablets are displayed on the 
wall of the church hall, and one bears Harry’s 
name. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


